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Sustainability can be defined in a broader and more holistic context of education for the 
environment. The complexities of social, environmental and economic systems are 
acknowledged, and their implications for sustaining life are considered. The aim of 
sustainability education is to promote a sense of responsibility, respect, empowerment, 
active participation, enquiry and a desire for social change (adapted from ECA 
Environmental Sustainability Policy 2005). The goal of sustainability education is to 
empower children and adults to think and act in ways that meet their immediate needs 
without jeopardising the potential of future generations to meet their own needs. 
Sustainable practice in early childhood settings requires a holistic approach that 
integrates all aspects of sustainability into service operations. 

The National Quality Standard (Quality Area 3: Physical Environment) includes a 
discussion on the service taking an active role in caring for its environment and 
contributing to a sustainable future (Standard 3.3). As service providers to the community, 
education and care services have an opportunity not only to make reductions to waste, 
water and energy consumption through their operations, but to role-model sustainable 
living to young children in a world facing climate change, increasing levels of air, land and 
water pollution, and depleted natural resources. 

Legislation and Standards 

Relevant legislation and standards include but are not limited to: 
• Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 
• Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011 
• National Quality Standard, Quality Area 3: Physical Environment 

− Standard 3.3: The service takes an active role in caring for its environment and 
contributes to a sustainable future 
− Element 3.3.1: Sustainable practices are embedded in service operations 
− Element 3.3.2: Children are supported to become environmentally responsible 

and show respect for the environment 
The most current amendments to listed legislation can be found at: 

• Victorian Legislation – Victorian Law Today: http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/  
• Commonwealth Legislation – ComLaw: http://www.comlaw.gov.au/  

Definitions 

The terms defined in this section relate specifically to this policy. For commonly used 
terms e.g. Approved Provider, Nominated Supervisor, Regulatory Authority etcTj
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• Davis, J. M. and Elliott, S. (2004) Mud pies and daisy chains: Connecting young 
children and nature. In Every Child, 10(4) p4. Available at: 
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/pdf/every_child/ec0404_mudpies.pdf  

• Early Childhood Australia: 
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/resource_themes/  

• ‘Educators’ Guide to the Early Years Learning Framework for Australia: 
http://docs.education.gov.au/documents/educators-guide-early-years-learning-
framework-australia  

• Environmental Education in Early Childhood (EEEC): 
http://www.eeec.org.au/index.php  

• Guide to the National Quality Standard, ACECQA: www.acecqa.gov.au  
• Hughes, M. (2007) Climbing the little green steps: How to promote sustainability within 

early childhood services in your local area, Gosford and Wyong Council: 
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• ensuring the identified strategies (refer to Attachment 1 – Strategies for environmental 
sustainability) are implemented at the service 

• ensuring parents/guardians are aware of, and have access to, the Environmental 
Sustainability Policy. 

The Nominated Supervisor is Responsible for: 

• collaborating with the Approved Provider, educators, staff, parents/guardians, children 
and others at the service to identify environmental sustainability strategies for 
implementation at the service (refer to Attachment 1 – Strategies for environmental 
sustainability) 

• implementing identified strategies for which they have responsibility at the service 
(refer to Attachment 1 – Strategies for environmental sustainability) 

• ensuring environmental education and practices are incorporated into the curriculum 
(refer to Curriculum Development Policy) 

• providing families with information about environmentally sustainable practices e.g. 
through displays, fact sheets and local community resources, and by ensuring that they 
have access to the Environmental Sustainability Policy 

• making recommendations to the Approved Provider about green and sustainable 
options for the service, that reflect the guidelines within this policy 

• seeking and applying for grants, where appropriate, to support the implementation of 
strategies within this policy 

• keeping up to date with current research, resources and best practice through 
newsletters, journals and support agencies such as Environmental Education in Early 
Childhood (EEEC). 

Certified Supervisors, educators and other staff are Responsible for: 

• collaborating with the Approved Provider, Nominated Supervisor, fellow 
educators/staff, parents/guardians, children and others at the service to identify 
environmental sustainability strategies for implementation at the service (refer to 
Attachment 1 – Strategies for environmental sustainability) 

• implementing identified strategies for which they have responsibility at the service 
(refer to Attachment 1 
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Aim to counteract the ‘throwaway’ mentality that 
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